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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A ball return apparatus to facilitate ball return or retrieval 
during play on a game table having a net having a length and a height , 
comprising a first ramp member, said first ramo elongated to extend the length of 
said net, configured to a height of less than the height of said net, an elnnnntnri 
fi rst ramp mombor adapted to be positioned substantially parallel te-and adjacent 
tg_the net, sa id f i rst ramp m e mbor bo i ng and sloped to focilitate movement of a 
ball away from said tire net^. a nd towards a p l ay e r whon th e boi l h i ts th e not 
during play of a gom e on - th e game tab l oi 

2. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said first ramp comprises 
a lower edge and said lower edge being adapted to contact a top sur^ce of the 
table at a location spaced from said net 

3. (Currently Amended) The ball return apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said first ramp 
member comprises at least one support element connected to a back side of said 
first ramp member and configured to support said first ramp member, said 
support element being adapted to contact a_sai€l top surface. 

4. (Currently Amended) A ball return apparatus to facilitate ball return or retrieval 
during olav on a game table having a net, comprising: 

an elongated first ramp member adapted to be positioned substantially 
parallel and a djacent to the net, said first ramp member being sloped tn fantiifate 
movement of a ball away from the net and towards a plaver when the ball hits the 
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net during play of a ga m e on the game table: and . Thffv fei l l rafum . -ipp- i ntim 
d e fined i n c l a i m ■4- , further comprieing 

a first end bracket and a second end bracket, said end brackets being 
connected to opposing ends of said first ramp member. 

(Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 4. wherein said first and second end 
brackets each comprise a deflecting surface extending substantially vertically 
above said first ramp member. 

(Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 1. further comprising an elongated 
second ramp member adapted to be positioned on an opposite side of the net 
from said first ramp member, said second ramp member being adapted to be 
positioned adjacent to and parallel to the net and comprising a lower edge 
spaced from said net. 

(Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 6, wherein said first and second 
ramp members are connected together at least one location. 

(Currently Amended) A ball return apparatus to facilitate ball return or retrieval 
during pl ay on a game table having a net, comprising: 

an elongated fir st ramp member adapted to be ooBltioned substantially 
parallel a nd adjacent to the net, said first ramo member being sloped to facilitate 
rngyement of a ball awav from the net and towards a olaver when the ball hits the 
net during play of a game on the game table: 

an elongated se cond ramo member adapted to be riositloned on an 
PPPQSjte side of the net f rom said first ramo member, said second ramo member 
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being adap ted to be positioned adjacent and parallel to the net and comprisino a 
lower edge spaced from said net; 

wherein said first and second ramp members are connected tooether at at 
least one location: and 

Tho bol l r e turn apparatus of claim 7, -wherein said connection comprises a 
connector member extending through the net and connected on one end to said 
first ramp member and on a second end to said second ramp member. 

9. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 7, wherein said connection 
comprises at least one hook. 

10. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said first ramp member 
comprises a plurality of connectable sections. 

1 1 ■ (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein said plurality of ramp 

sections are frictionally connected together. 

12. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 10, wherein said plurality of ramp 
sections are telescopingly connected. 

13. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 6, wherein said second ramp 
member comprises at least one support element connected to a back side of said 
second ramp member and configured to support said second ramp member, said 
support member adapted to be supported on a top surface of the table. 

14. (Currently Amended) A ball return apparatus to facilitate ball return or retrieval 
during plav on a game table having a net, comprising.' 

an elongat ed first ramp member adapted to be positioned substantially 
earallel to and adjacent the net, said first ramo member being stoned to facilitate 
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movement of a ball awav f rom the net and towarels a olaver when the ball hits the 
net during play of a game on the game table: 

an elongated second ramp member adapted to be positioned on an 
ofiposlte side of the net from said first ramp member, said second ramp member 
being adapted to be posit ioned adjacent to and parallet to the net and comnrisinq 
a lower edge spaced from said net: and 

Tho boll return qppgratuc a s dofined - ln c l oim 6, further comprising a first 
and second end bracket connected to said second ramp member. 

15. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 14, wherein said first and second 
end brackets comprise a deflecting surface extending substantially vertically 
above said second ramp member. 

16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A ball return apparatus to facilitate ball retrieval durino 
on a gam e table having a net, comprising: 

aJtSt ramp member an d a second ramp member adapted to be positionod 
on the game table on opposite si des of the net and substantially parallel and 
adjacent to the net, said first a nd second ramp members being sloped to facilitate 
mvementof a ball awav from the net and towards a olaver positioned at an end 
of the game table: and 

Tho ba ll r e turn opparotuc of claim 16, furthor compr i sing a first end 
bracket and a second end bracket connected to opposite ends of said first and 
second ramp members and each comprising a deflecting surface extending 
substantially vertically above said first and second ramp members. 
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1 8. (Original) The ball return apparatus of claim 1 7, wherein said first and second 
end brackets comprise an extension portion configured to direct the ball 
substantially toward the middle of the game table. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The ball return apparatus of claim 18 [[1 7]], wherein said 
extension portion is angled relative to said deflecting surface. 

20. (Currently Amended) The ball return apparatus of claim 1 7[[1 6]], wherein said 
first and second ramp members are connected together at at least one location 
along the length of said first and second ramp members. 

21. (Currentiy Amended) A ball return apparatus to facilitate ball retrieval durino olav 
on a gam e table having a net, comprisina: 

3 first ramp member a nd a second ramo member adapted to be positioned 
on the game table on opposite sides of the net and substantially parallel and 
adiafifiPt to the net, said fir st and second ramp members being sloped to facilitata 
movement of a ball awav from the net and towards a olaver positioned at an 
of the game table: 

wherein said first and seco nd ramo members are connected together at at 
Lea_st_one location along the length of said first and second ramo members: and 

Tho ball roturn apparatu s of cla i m 20. w herein said connection extends 
through the net. 

22. (Currently amended) The ball return apparatus of claim 17[[16]], wherein said 

first and second ramp members each comprise a support element connected to a 
back side, said support element configured to support said first and second ramp 
members on the game table. 
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